
Dear Parents, 

Attached is a list of due dates for the Science Fair Project.  The students have been working in class 
this week and part of last week to decide/ refine their ideas for their projects.   They need to have 
firmed up their topic by the end of this week and meet the first deadline next ****(TBA).  

There are numerous books in my classroom with science project ideas in a variety of different topics- 
weather, air, kitchen experiments, physics using household objects, animal behavior, plants, chemistry 
to name a few.  I have been encouraging the students to look at the books either for ideas on topics or 
for ideas on how to do their experiment. 

An imperative part of a science experiment is the existence of a control setup as well as the 
experimental setup (exactly like the control except for the one variable).  Another necessity is that the 
experiment is measurable.  The student must be able to evaluate their experiment in a numerical way 
and all measurements need to be made in the appropriate SI (metric) units.  Product testing is not 
allowed.  There is information on the steps of the scientific method, control and experimental setups in 
our science textbook for reference. 

In the attached packet are forms your student will use in completing their Review of Literature.  Forms 
included are the Purpose and Hypothesis and note-taking forms for recording information found while 
researching and the source where it was located so that it can be incorporated into the research paper. 
Other forms will be added as needed.  Also attached are several pages from the IL Jr. Academy of 
Science Policy Manual.  This information is FYI- general information related to the physical 
arrangement of the entire Science project. 

The general format of the Review of Literature is an introduction, 3 paragraphs- each on a  different 
topic related to the experiment, and a conclusion.    The paper needs to be typed, double- spaced and in 
a font appropriate for a science research paper (no larger in font size than 14).   Each student needs to 
have at least five sources used for gathering information used in the paper.  These can all be online 
sources- but please try to vary the types of sources that are used.  For example, use an online 
encyclopedia, information from a professional organization site, an online article from a professional 
magazine, etc.    Please encourage students to look carefully at the source of information found online- 
not all information posted is from valid sources.  Books and periodicals from the public library and 
interviews with professionals are always an option as well.  

What can you be doing to help your child right now?  Discuss their idea with them and help them focus 
on what topics or questions they need to research/take notes about for the research paper.  Also, let 
them know of any sources or sites that might be good for them to research.  Once they have their notes 
taken, you can read over them together and discuss how that information can be organized for writing 
their paper- maybe even help them make an outline.  The students will write the rough draft of the 
review of literature at school.  They will have opportunities to do so during science class and Computer 
class, but will need to be prepared and make good use of their time.    

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions- 281-5353 ext. 222 or by email at 
kweiler@htc.net.  Thanks! 

Mrs. Weiler 



************************************************************************** 

Parents & Students- For other good information and websites regarding Science Fair, check out Miss 
Green’s webpage- she is listed under 5th grade faculty on the ICS site. 

************************************************************************** 

6th Grade Science Fair Due Dates 

Nov. * Research topics page 
Nov. * Purpose and Hypothesis 

Nov. * Review of Literature Rough draft due 
Nov. * Reference List rough draft 

Dec. * Materials and Methods 

Dec. * Review of Literature Final draft due 
Dec. * Reference List final draft 

Jan. * Experimental Results 

Jan. * Analysis and Conclusion(including graphs) 

Jan. * Abstract 
Jan. * Safety Sheet 
Jan. * Title Page 
Jan. * Table of Contents 
Jan. * Acknowledgments  
Jan. * Display 


